GRAIL CHRISTIANITY

for Pendragon 5th Edition
by Matthew M. DeForrest

CAMELOT , AD 525

The arrival of a delegationfrom Romehascreateda

stir at court. While the delegationhadarrivedfor the

consecrationof Bishop David as the Primate of

Britain, they were shockedby the religioustolerance
of Arthur@ realm. Some membersof the Papal
delegation,led by Cardinal Anselm and including

severalpriestsArthur@ court,havedecidecdto attempt
to bring his realm back into the realm of Roman
Christian Orthodoxy

Following the consecratiorof Bishop David, the
High King makesthe delegationthe guestsof honor
at a feast, demonstrating the hospitality and
generosityfor which he is famed.In additionto the
normal excitementand activity causedby such an
event,the courtis abuzzwith anticipationaboutthe
tournamentto be held in the next few days. The
presenceof severalRoman Knights has left many
wonderinghow they will fare againstthe knights of
Logres. Given the recenttensionsbetweenCamelot
and Rome, many are predictinga very personaland
exciting contest (It is up to the gamemasteto decide
if theseeventstakeplacebeforeor afterthe Pentecost
declaration of way

Before dinner begins,Arthur points out that his
guestshave neitheraskedfor a gift or a boon. The
High King askshis guestso comeforwardandmake
known what they would like. The Cardinal sends
forward his knights first. Their requests are
appropriateand awarded One asksthat Arthur make
his nephewa knight (it is clear the nephewalready
hashis armsandthe knight is simply seekinghonor
of beingknightedby the High King for his nephew).
Othersrequestsmall gifts appropriateo their station.
Next, the priestscomeforward. Again, their requests
aremoderateéN donationsfor building programsand
permissionto make copiesof manuscriptshousedin
Camelot©churches.

Finally, Count Anselm steps forward. Upon
beingaskedwhathewould like, the Cardinalrequests
Arthur hold hearingson his laws regardingreligious
tolerancein order to determineif heresyhas been
allowed to inadvertently find safe haven in his
kingdom. Having promised to give the cardinal
whateverhe askedfor, the High King hasno choice
but to hold the hearingsand announcesthat the
Council will begin the following day N the day
before the tournament.

Who is CardinalAnselm?

Cardinal Anselm also plays a major role in OTh
Adventure of Morgan Le Fay® ChallengeQn the
Bloodand Lustsupplementwhich maytakeplaceas
written any time after 528. If it fits your game§
timeline better to shift the dating of theseevents
from 525 to correspondwith the eventsthat takg
place in that adventure, feel free to do so.
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The Council of Camelot

When Anselm beginshis addressthe next day
the first groupshe criticizes are not the paganand
heathengroups, whosereligions were protectedby
Arthur, but rival sects of Christianity While his
attackson the British Churchcenteron its different
method for calculating the date of Easterand a
decentralizedstructurethat owes more allegianceto
local rulersthanto bishopsappointedby Rome,the
attackson Grail Christianity are more severe.The
Cardinalcondemnedhe entire sectas being, at best,
dangeroushhereticaland,at worst,a sectfoundedon
apostasyEven in Arthur® realm, theseaccusations
would be, if proven, suficient to condemn its
practitioners to trials in Ecclesiastical Courts.

Yet Arthur@ realmis oneof justiceandthe High
King announceghat the Grail ChristianChurchwiill
have an opportunity to defend itself against the
chages leveled by Anselm. As such, Arthur
announceghat the council will not be considered
closed until an appropriate defender of Grail
Christianity may be found.

As the High King sits down to dinner later that
night, word is brought that a group of Templar
Knights has arrived and is escortinga group of
priests. Quickly recovering from the surprise, the
High King gives ordersthat they be given housing
andtold they will be welcomeat the feastwhenever
they feel ready

Almost as quickly as Kay begins to bellow
orders for bringing in a new table for the recent
arrivals, rumorson who hasarrived beginto sweep
throughthe court. Somewhisperthat the lead priest,
Josephjs from CastleCarbonekandis the confessor
of the Fisher King. While theserumors cannotbe
confirmed N even on a critically successful
[Intrigue] roll N everyonein the hall learns that
Josephhasgreatpresenceand a powerful but gentle



speakingvoice oncehe arrivesin the hall and gives
thanks toArthur for his hospitality

Fortwo days,Anselmandhis priestsattackGrail
Christianity The centralthemeof the attackis that
Grail Christians have fallen away from true
Christianity and had been polluted by a variety of
dangerouseresieN especiallythosethat advocate
the priesthood and worship of the feminine.

On the third day Josephrises to defend his
church before the Council. Arthur@ great knights
have been kept away from the entire tournament,
currently being presidedover by the Queen,in order
to providethe High King with their council. Gawaine
is visibly upsetthat he is hereratherthanin the lists
fighting challengesagainstthe Roman knights N
severalof whom he hasverbally clashedwith in the
halls during and after the feasts.The greatreligious
figures of the kingdom, having come for the
consecrationof David as Bishop, have remained,
hoping to make a difference in the proceedings.
Many lesserpriestsare also presenthopingto curry
favor with their superiors.

Itis in this setting that Joseph rises to speak.

An Apologia for Grail Christianity

OYur Imperial Highness, Arthur Pendragon,
High King of the Britons and Emperorof the West,
Dux Bellorum,andmy mostgracioussovereignThe
recentembassyfrom the Bishop of Romehasleveled
severalseriouschages againstGrail Christiansand
their faith in God. Showing the great wisdom and
senseof justice for which you are well known, you
provided an opportunity for us to defend our faith
from these chages N to determine if Grall
Christianityis a sectworthy of your protectionor if it
is, asthe Papaldelegatehavechaged,a dangerous,
apostateheresythat needsto be suppressed. assure
you, Grail Christiansare just that N Christians.We
do not denythedivinity or the humanityof our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Ot we do have differenceswith our brothers
from Rome.While they placetheir trustin a single
revelation,we believethat God hasrevealedhimself
to all peopledn preparatiorfor the arrival of his only
Son.We chooseo recognizethattheserevelationsas
a part of the working of God.

(0)3) betterexplainthis point, allow meto usethe
centralimageof our sectN the mostHoly Grail. We
centerour worship on this vesselnot as one would
worshipanidol butasa living symbolof whatwe, as
Christianswereaskedo do. We areto cometogether
in an act of communion to celebrate both the
community of Christianity and to remember the
sacrifice of the body and blood of our Lord. His
sacrificeon the crossis whatallows usthe possibility
of resurrection into everlasting life.

Ot this is not the only symbol of resurrection,
bounty and community The Britons and Irish, long

Involving Players in these Events

While this is designedprimarily to flesh out Grail
Christianity the eventsdescribedcanbe usedasthe
backgroundor theyeard adventure®r asa possiblg
setting for role-playing a portion of the Winter
Phase.

The moststraightforwardpossibilityis to simply
describethe eventsin this sectionto your playersas
what is occurring at court as a backgroundto the
tournamentWhile Arthur will not be a witnessto
their performanceGuineverwill be presentandwill
be watching.Uniquely, the majorknightsof Arthur@
courtarenot participatingin the Tournamentgiving
player knights a real opportunity to win.

Even more important is that the kingdom&
honoris being placedin their hands.While someof|
the Romanknightsremainwith Anselmasan hono
guard,mostarefreeto participatein the tournament.
Their recentdefeatat the handsof Arthur haveleft
the Romanshungryfor revenge Takingawaythetop
honorsat this tournamentwould give themthe right
to claim that they are superior warriors.

On a slightly more involved level, the playe
knights may be askedto escortthe Papaldelegatio
or be senton a missionto find a centerof Grail
Christian worship and issue Arthur@ summonsg.
Likewise, the player knights may encountgr
membersof the Papal, British, or Grail Christian
delegationsas they travel to and from court on
various embassies. _

You could also develop an entire yearS
adventurearoundthe intriguesat court. In this casd,
delaythereligiousdebatesand haveArthur summonn
all thoseinvolvedto appeanat his courtat Christmag.
Supportersof the Papaldelegationmay wish to se¢
JosephOparty stoppedor suficiently delayed to
prevent his testimony Player knights may eithe
participate in this act of skullduggery or act to
preventit. Playerknightsattachedo groupsopposefi
to Arthur@® reign or to Christianity may attemptto
ferment distrust or outright hostility betweenthe
delegationsn an attemptto weakenChristianrule in
Britain. DevoutWotanic Saxonsmight, for exampleg,
seethis asan opportunityto begina civil war among
Arthur@ followers. Playerknights may also attemp}
to prevent such plots. Christian kings of suspec
loyalty and ambassadorfom mainlandEuropeand
beyondmay attemptto curry favor with the Papa]
delegationin an attemptto gain the supportof the
Pope againgirthur in continental politics.

Playercharactersnight with to participatein the
events, debating the issues in hallways ancg
attempting to sway the High Kirgyounselors.

The stakesin these debatesare higher tharn
mightfirst appearDuring the Grail Questthosewho
areoutspokersupporter®f Grail Christianitywill be
seen as likely to know where to find the Grail anc
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Involving Players (cont.)

may be pesteredor help and guidanceor followed
by other knights on the quest. Guinever may alsd
look at some of these knights with suspicion
following Lancelot®dalliancewith Elaine and the
initial appearancef Galahadat court, unsureas to
whom they are loyal.

Finally, those who supportthe Grail Christiar
movementwill be rememberedy the de Ganisand
Orkney clans once civil war breaksout during the
ApogeePhaseof a campaign Lancelot®attachmer
to the Grail family will make practitionersof Gralil
Christianitysomewhasuspecin the Orkneyéclani

—

eyes and the de Ganis may play up on religiou
loyalties in an attempt to bring allies to their camp.

before the arrival of Josephof Arimethea, were
familiar with a similar symbol in the forms of the

Cauldronof your ancestgrBran the Blessedand, in

Ireland, the Cauldron of the Dagda. These great
vessels magicaly provided food for their

communitiesand the Cauldronof Bran resurrected
the dead.

OAnyChristianhopingto convertthoseof other
religions would be foolish to overlook parallels
betweerreligionsfor two reasonsThe first is purely
practical:If we areto bring Pagansnto the full light
of the Kingdom of Heavenwe mustcommunicatdo
themusingsymbolsthey understandln doingso,we
will encounterthe secondreasonN that we must
recognizethe working of the Lord in all of its forms.
In doing so, we will cometo a greaterunderstanding
of the mystery of God® Love, His works, and His
mysterious ways.

OV¢ do not deny any of the most important
tenantsespousedy the Papaldelegation.However
we do havesomehonestdisagreementwith themon
issuesof substanceWe both believein the healing
andredeemingpowerof the Graceof God.Yetwe do
not, however believe that Grace simply exists all
aroundus, as the moistureof a mist. The individual
believer must actively seek for GedErace.

Ot evenin this distinction,we arecloserto one
anotherthanit may initially appearl amcertainthan
none of my brethrenin the Papaldelegationwould
arguethatsinnerswho arewithout the desireto come
to God will come to him. Indeed, the Act of
Contrition is basedon this idea N for a sin to be
forgiven it mustbe confessedut, moreimportantly
the sinnermustbe contrite. Without repentanceiGod
cannot fogive.

OLikewiseto earn God® Grace,one must seek
it. Onemustseekit in the desertandbarrenplacesof
the Soul. For only in theseplacescan despairbe
confronted, fought, and overcome and finally
replaced by hope.

OW¢ find theimageof this hopein the Grail. The
cupusedby our Lord atthe Last Supperandin which
Joseph of Arimethea caught His blood at the
crucifixion. He carriedthis cupto Britain andbrought
the hopeof Christianitywith him into theWilderness.
It nourishesmen®soulsand bodies,sustainingthem
with hope and sustenance.

OWhile we believe it is possible to lead a
blamelesdlife, we also believe that one should not
give up the searchfor God® Grace After all, we do
not know whenwe shall be in needof it. It may be
neededto sustainus in a time of greathungeror to
light our way in a time of great darknessor to
comfortandstrengtherusin atime of greattrial. The
guest is ongoing and never ending.

OV¢ musthonestlyandstrenuoushdisagreawith
our brethrenon the issueof the ordinationof women.
The Mediterranearsdear of women, so unnaturalto
the shoresof theseislands,sits like a cancerat the
centerof the Christianworld. The fear of the woman
astemptresovershadowsheir role asthe sourceof
all life. Justas Eve wasthe vesselof our Fall, Mary
was the vesselof our Salvation.The first personto
recognizethat Jesuswas the Messiahwas not the
manwhoseheir hassentthesemenhereN it wasa
simple Samarianwoman. She preachedof Jesusas
did his disciples.No man had enoughfaith to stand
below the crosswhile our savior died for us. Three
womendid. Thefirst personto carry the Good News
thatour Saviorwasnot deadbut hadrisenin triumph
over deathwas a womanN the samewomanwho
brought word of Christ to Marseilles. His mother
who wasalsoatthe Cross broughtthe GoodNewsto
Ephesushomeof the GreatTempleof Artemis. One
woman,evervirgin, ministeringin the city whereher

coming had been dimly projected into Pagan images.

OAndthere are greatersigns, still, that women
are fit to serveat the Table of the Lord. Any who
would seekthesesignsout, let him find the Grail and
seeif it is amanthatbearsit or awoman.Whatman
can understandhe processof bringing life into the
world better than a woman.

O¥t we are not without a role in Grall
Christianity We arethe naturalprotectorsof the Grail
andaremore preparedo seekit outin desertplaces.
We enterinto the dark placeswherethe potentialfor
life exists and stir it into action.

OW¢ arenot like the PelagiansWhile thereis no
Original Sin, asit positedby Augustine,neitherare
we naturally good, as Pelegiushasclaimed.Suchan
assertionis corruptedwith the hereticaldoctrine of
predestinationWe are, in fact, neitherwholly good
nor wholly evil but createdwith Free Will and the
ability to choosewhetherto sin or not. Thus,we are
not confrontedwith the questionof whetheror notwe
arefree of sin but whetheror not we suffer from an
absenceof God® graceand mercy which we must
seek out in others and ourselves.



ONeitherdo we believe,as do the Pelegaingio,
thatwe shouldleavethosewho chooseto sin to their
own ways. While we cannotforce othersonto the
Quest,neithershouldwe suffer the ignoranceof the
path of goodnessand righteousnessNor can we
accept that all death and diseaseis the simple
working of nature.We seethe truth EcclesiastisN
that to everythingthereis a seasonand a time for
every purpose under Heaven.We do not ignore,
however the lessonsn the story of JobN thatsome
suffering comesfrom beyondthe naturalworld and,
indeed,needshealing by thoseof greatcompassion
and great courage.

O™D discussit in the termsof the early debates,
Adam would not havedied had he not chosento eat
from the Tree of the Knowledgeof Good and Evil,
for in eatingfrom this tree, he enteredthe realm of
choice.Oncethereis Good and Evil, other dualities
mustcomeN light and dark, male and female, life
anddeath.Yetthisis nottheonly treethatgrewin the
Garden.Therewasalsothe Treeof Life N the Tree
of the Grail. Had Adam eatenof this tree, he would
have found renewal and rebirth instead of death.

ONorarewe like the NestoriansWhile we have
muchin commonwith thesemisled Christians,they
have strayedfrom the path of Truth. These poor,
misguidedsoulshavefailed to recognizethat Divine
SophiaN the Divine WisdomN is at the root of our
guestfor God andthat only throughWisdom canwe
come to know God.

OAsthe nameshe was given long ago reveals,
Sophiais feminine. It is through the feminine that
God is revealedinto the world. God becameman
through Mary the Mother of God. The first to
recognizeJesusas the Christ was a womanN the
woman at the well in Samaria.The Good News of
His resurrectionwas entrustedto Mary Magdeline,
who carriedit to the Apostles.Shethen carried the
Good News to the world, eventually dying in
Marseilles.Likewise, Mary the Mother of God bore
word of her Son®deedsto Ephesus\ the city of the
Templeto the Virgin Goddesdrtemis. Thus, the full
revelationof the Divine Virgin cameto the ancient

city that had celebrated her power before her coming.

OWhilewe cannotaccepthat Mary® birth is any
moreimmaculatethananyoneelse®N for we cannot
acceptthe alien doctrine of Original Sin. Mary is a
specialand unigue individual, being the Mater Dei.
Shenot only gavebirth to God, sheincarnatedHaigia
Sophia.As such,it is through her that we may find
succor and are able to appeal to God.

OUnlike the Manicheans,who believe as the
Persiangdo, we know the power of God and cannot
acceptan Evil forcethatis His equal.Our belief that
Godis Supremedoesnot makeour seekingHim any

lessimportant. God lovesall His childrenandwants
us all to come to Him. B

OTheManicheansare correctin one respectN
the potential for good and evil residesin eachand
every of us. Evil offers a quicker and easierpathto
power We shouldneveracceptsloth for true enegy
nor easeof advancementor true progresaor a lack
of resistancewith true conquestThe recognitionof
an equal potentialfor good and evil deedskeepsus
vigilant and aware of our actions.

OThisawarenessanhelpusfrom falling into the
errors of the Gnostics. The pursuit of the Grail
demandghat the believerseekknowledge,asdo the
Scriptures We musttrust in Divine Wisdomto lead
us away from sucherrorsasthe belief that matteris
inherently evil and Creationitself is the result of a
sinful actby afalseandfallen GodN the Demiumge.
Were this true, God would certainly not have so
soiled himself to descendo the physical plane and
take the form of man. Even without the physical,
material presenceof the Grail, this truth would be
indisputable Without the descentof the spiritual N
the Divine N into the physicalrealm,therewould be
no sacrificeat the crucifixion. Our faith is not based
on a symbol but on the fact a symbol becameand
becomes and is real.

ONorwould haveGod allowed somelesserforce
to havecondemnedisinto a realmof evil. For make
no mistake N to believe that matter is evil is to
believethatthis world is aliving, temporalHell. The
damnedaresentto Hell of their own volition N their
actionshaveearnedhemcondemnationTo claim we
are simply be born into Hell is to claim that God is
willfully unjust.

Olnone way, however the Gnosticsare not in
error N that the Paganworld has known the Truth
even before the Good News had reachedthem. As
Augustine writes in his De Wera Religione
Christianityexistedamongthe ancientsandneverdid
not exist. The physicalpresencef Christonly served
to confirm the comingof the Word into fleshdoesnot
deny the word of the Gospel of John: Oln the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and th&Vord was God.O
OThuspur taskwhenmeetingthe Paganss notto tell
them that they have been worshiping demonsand
devils N althoughsome,sadly do N but to listen
and lead themthroughthe truths they alreadyknow
into the fullnessof the Truth revealedn Palestingust
over five centuriesago. For what would be easierto
acceptfor an educatedRkomanPagan:that they had
beenabandonedndaccursedy God or thatHe had
preparedthe way by prefiguring the revelation of
JesusChristto him in the tale of the founding of his
very city, as it was recorded biergil??

1 (Early Christian scholars pointed to the fouEitiogueof TheAneidN which speaks of the birth of a boy who
would end the current age and bring forth a greater race and age Nas a prophecy of the birth of Christ.)



O\étwhjle we listen,we shouldnot just listenfor
their soulsGsakes.We should listen for our own.
Christcamefor all menandall timesyet his way was
preparedJohnthe Baptistwentbeforehim to prepare
theway. The prophetsof the Old Testamenspokeof
His coming. We contend that God would have
revealed Himself elsewhereso as to not have
abandonedhis children who, by accidentof birth,
were geographically distant from His revelation.

OSuchesserrevelationscan be clearly seenin
the imagesof the Grail found amongthe pagansN
the Cornucopiaof the Greco-Romansthe Cauldron
of the Britons andthe Irish. Thereis evenrumoredto
be animageof the Grail amongthe dreadedSaxons.
All of thesespeakof the bountyof the Divine andthe
greatTruth that God is perpetuallygiving. This is a
clear expressionof His love for us all. While these
pseudo-Grailare not expression®f the GreatTruth,
they certainly tell of a great truth.

Oltis this GreatTruth that we placeat the heart
of our faith: that God is the sourceof all thingsand
thatall thatis goodflows from Him. All thatHe asks
from usis that we seekHim out. The simple act of
sincerely beginning the quest for Him is the
beginning of our salvation. The quest requires
dedicationand sacrifice and most cannot begin to
hopeto completeit in thisworld. Yetwe areall called
to try. Forif we areto healthe Wastelandvithin each
oneof us,that partof usthatis estrangedrom God,
our soul mustseekout that which is Divine N even
in the wastes of our heart.O

With this, Josephsits down in the silenceof the
court. After a respectfulpauseto allow everyoneto
reflect upon Josephstatementsthe disputationand
debatebegins.The agumentssweepback and forth
acrossthe court like the tides of the sea. Player
charactersnay berecognizedy theKing to speakin
defenseof Grail Christianity or in favor of the
growing centralizationof powerin Romeunderthe
authority of the Pope. There not only exists the
possibility of earningGlory at courtandof exercising
religious passionsthe player characteranay make
friends or enemies by their words.

No matter what the player knights do or say
Arthur will, after three daysof debate,declarethat
Grail Christianity is protected in his kingdom.
Sensingthat they havelost their centralargumentN
that all religions except for Roman Christianity
shouldbe suppressedthe Papaldelegationmakesa
half-hearted effort to stress the importance of
converting pagans and heathens and of the
importanceof tithing to the church.Arthur responds
by giving the churchmervaluablegifts andby asking
the delegationto sendmore prieststo staf the new
churchesheis foundingor rebuilding throughouthis
kingdom.

How Much Religious Tensior
Should Exist in My Campaign?

The simple answeris OAsmuch as you and youf
playersare comfortablewith. OReligion has always
beena partof theArthuriantradition.Whetherthis is
found in Arthur@ presencein the Lives of many
early British saintsor in the Romancesand thei
stories of non-Christian knights and ladie
converting N or the more modern retellingsP
focusing on the tension betweenthe Christian ang
the Pagan,religious tensionsare part of the tale§
structure.

The different forms of Christianity presentin
the King Arthur Pendragon world do providg
anothertype of potentialstruggle.Sectariarstrife is
universally more heatedand bloody than struggle
between opposing religions. When Christianity
becamea recognizedreligion during the reign of
Constantinethe Great, the first groupsthe bishop
targeted were the Gnostics. Similar struggle
between Suni and ShiOiteforms of Islam ang
Protestant and Catholic forms of Christianity
continue to this day

While thesetensionsexistin Arthurian Britain,
they arekeptin checkby the Pax ArthurusN only
to breakout during the final daysof the Apogee An
alternate form of religious struggle easily
incorporatedinto the campaignis to have Rome
attemptto revengeherself on Arthur through the
power of the Papacy

If you do not feel comfortableincluding such
tensionsin your campaignworld, feel free to ignore
this partof Arthurian Britain. Likewise, makecertair
your playersarecomfortablewith this aspecbf youf
campaign world before introducing too much
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religious tension.

The Tournament

Originally plannedto help celebratethe consecration
of David, the tournamentjuickly becomesa physical
counterpartto the spiritual strugglesat court. Here,
however the Romanknights arethe challenge They
are motivated both by their loyalty to the Roman
Christian Church and their desire to prove that
Romanmilitary glory is asgreat,if not greatey than
that ofArthur@ court.

Queen Guinever will preside over this
tournament.Grail Christians may see a symbolic
parallelin her presencénereandthe argumentsover
the placeof the femininein the Divine, beingdebated
at court. More seculaknightsmay concentraten the
threat of Roman military resgence.

The Tournament,is the new style of Regal
tournamentN a three-dayaffair with joust, melee,
and challenges(Details of this kind of tournament
can be found beginning on page 217 of the



Pendragon5th Edition rulebook and, in somewhat
more detail, beginning on page 17 of The Great
PendragonCampaign) The Romandelegatiorfields
16 knightsN and form the core of one teamduring
the melee.Becauseof the Council, the teamstake on
a sectarianfeel. Playerknights may find themselves
torn betweertheir loyalty to Arthur, asrepresentetly
their Loyalty (Pendragonpassion,and their loyalty
to their church,for thoseplayer knights who follow
Roman Christianity and have a high Love (God) or
Loyalty (RomanChurch)passionThoseknightswho
are vassalsof RomanChristianLords may also find
themselves conflicted.

Becausehey areneededht court,the majority of
Arthur@ knights are at court, acting as officers,
advisors, and escorts. As such, this tournament
providesyour playerknights with a real opportunity
to shine. For those knights hoping to win a place
among the Queen® Knights, this is a once in a
lifetime opportunity

The Roman team is lead by Sir Lucian, an
ExtraordinaryKnight with a Hate (Britons) passion
of 16 anda Loyalty (RomanChristianity) passionof
18. Lucian, as thesescoresindicate, holds Arthur®
Courtin contempt(althoughheis Courteousenough
to limit himself to condescendingcommentsand
comparisonsvith the gloriesof Rome)andviews his
role in this delegationto show the superiority of
RomanChristianity at the tournamentpelieving God
will favor thosewho arein perfectcommunionwith
the Roman Church.

Theremainderof theteam memberdrom Rome
consist of five Famous Knights, five Notable
Knights, one Old Knight, three Ordinary Knights,
and six Young Knights B including the knight
recently knighted by Arthur (The statisticsfor these
knights can be found on pagel76 of the Pendragon
5th Edition rulebook.). It is recommendedhat the
player knights be given the opportunity to fight
betweentwo and three of the Romanknights (one
lessskilled thanthem,oneroughly on parwith them,
and one who is superiorto them). Should a player
knight manageto defeatall three, he is sureto be
challenged by Sir Lucian himself.

Unlessthe player knights are able to stop him,
Sir Lucian will dominatethe first two days,winning
the Tournamentindleadinghis teamto victory in the
melee. Of course, if one of your player knights
acquitshimselfwell in the joustmay be lookedto to
leadthe British teamin the melee.On the final day,
however a promisingyoung knight new to Arthur@
court entersthe lists and challengesseveralof the
Romanknights. Lancelotwill rapidly defeatfirst the
five famousknightsandthenhandily bestSir Lucian
himself, thus rescuingthe honor of Arthur@ court.
Shoulda playerknight alsodefeatLucian, he will be
thanked by Guinever along with Lancelot for
preserving the kingdors®onor

Grail Christianity: A Summary
Grail Christianity is henotheistic,which meansit
acceptghatotherreligionsmay betrue revelationsn
adifferentform. For this reasonGrail Christianstend
to be moretolerantof others®eliefsthanotherforms
of Christianity are.

At the heartof Grail Christianityis Compassion.
In game terms, a CompassionateCharacterhas a
minimum of 15 in the following five traits:

Forgiving, for all who are compassionatemust
forgive the anger of those in distress.

Generous for all who carefor othersmust have a
generous spirit.

Just, for caring for others requires you to be
concerned with treating others fairly

Mer ciful, for compassiomequiresyou to actto assist
those in need.

Valorous, for sympathywithout action is pity, not
compassion.

Thesetraits do not supersedéhe Christiantraits nor
doeshavinga 15 or aboveconferareligiousbonusto
knights. Magical practitionersof Grail Christianity
(Priests Nuns,Friars,Hermits,etc.)who havea 15 or
abovein eachof the traits and havea total of 80 or
more in the traits receivea +5 bonusto any talent
rolls thataremotivatedby any of thesetraits. Knights
and/or Religious figures earn 50 Glory or Insight
points annually for being compassionate.

It is important to rememberthat Compassion
extenddo all classesThis mayleadto knightsacting
in unknightly ways N performingan act of manual
laborto aid a peasanfamily in distressfor example.
This may lead to a loss of Honor or some other
penalty There are examples,however of knights
overcomingsuchsocial stigmasN the mostnotable
beingLancelot®time spentasthe Knight of the Cart.
Knights known for their Compassiorare lesslikely
to suffer socialpenaltiedor their actionsmuchin the
way Arthurian society tends to accepta certain
amount of strange behavior from Romantic knights.

Practitioners of Grail Christianity will also
developa Love (Grail) passionN in additionto or in
place of their Love (God) passion.Whetheror not
you requireplayercharacterso developbothN asa
representationof their general Christian faith and
their specificfaith in the powerof the Grail on Earth
N is up to your particular style of game.

There is a potential drawback to an
exceptionally high Love (Grail) score. Once a
knight® passionexceed®5, hewill feelincreasingly
separatedrom the world and only desireto be one
with the Grail and with God. During eachWinter
Phasetheknight mustmakean opposedoll between
his Love (Grail) scoreand his Worldly Trait. On a
Critically SuccessfulLove (Grail) testanda Fumbled
Worldly roll, the knight diesand goesto heaven. If



one or the other occurs,the knight withdraws from
the world to live a life of contemplation. On a
successfulorldly test, the player knight loosesa
point from his Love (Grail) passion. At the
gamemastdé® option, player knights may choosenot
to increase their Love (Grail) passion beyond 20.

Love (Grail)

The Love (Grail) passions rolled on a 3d6 or 2d6+6

if the passion is developed at the Pentecost
appearancef the Grail at Camelot,andis modified

as follows:

+1  If you are a Grail Christian.

+1  If your patron saint is Joseph Afimethea

+1 If you witnessthe result of the power of
the Grail (The Wasteland,the Healed
Wasteland, the healed Fisher King).

+2  If you were healed by the Grail.

+2 If you have witnessedthe power of the
Grail (For example the comingor healing
of the Wasteland or the blinding of
Lancelot).

+1d3 If you witnessan appearancef the Grail
(This modifier is added to preexisting
Passions with each sighting of the Grail.).

+5 If you participatein a High Massof the
Holy Grail.

+10 If you heal the Fisher King and the
Wasteland.



